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ARTS

Americans remember
the day that music died

By GARY GRAFF

DETROIT (Reuters) Forty
icans still can't Torget e day
the m

Bob Keano was driving on
Los Angeles’ famed Sunset
Boulevard toward the offices
of his Del-Fi Records when
the devastating news came
over his car radio.

“The DJ on my radio said,
‘and now, the laie, great Rit"
chie Valens,”” said Keane,
who released Valens’ records.

The full news was even
worse: rockers Buddy Holly
and J.P. “The Big Bopper”
Richardson had been killed
along with Valens in an Iowa
lanc crash about 1 a.m. on
Feb. 3, 1959.

‘The crash’s 40th anniversa-
ry is being remembered.

e VH1 television network
debuts a segment of its “Be-
hind the Music” series dedi-
cated to “The Day the Music
Died”” on Wednesday.

a o cnactment of the
rockers’ last tour has been
winding its way through the
origina route, fnishing at the
last stop, the Surf Ballroom in
Clear Lake, Iowa, which
holds an annual concert in
memory of the musicians.

Valens is best known for hit
singles such as “Donna’” and
his adrenalized rendition of
the Mexicaninfluenced “La

Bt ol ly was the most es-
tablished falent of the three
and after death became a leg-

“"Sorn Charles Hardin Holley
in Lubbock, Texas, he

emerged with his band the
Crickets in 1957 and reeled off

a string of hits such as
“That'll Be the Day,” *‘Peggy
ue,” “Oh Boy!,” “Maybe

Baby” and “Rave On.”

‘The bespectacled Holly and
his fellow rockers were in the
midst of the Winter Dance
Party, a concert tour through
the northern plains states
‘made miserable by an under-
heated bus, a lack of sleep
and' no time to bathe or do

laundry.

‘When the troupe hit the Surf
Ballroom, Holly learned that
it might be possible to lease a
plane. For $108 he could save
himself another long bus ride
and instead get some rest and
maybe time for a long tele-
phone chat with his wife, who
was five weeks pregnant.

Holly was going to take his
band mates the Crickets,
Waylon Jennings and Tommy
Allsup, but Richardson per-
suaded Jennings to give him
his seat while Valens pestered
Allsup until he agreed to a
coin flip — which Valens won.

The Beechcraft Bonanza
plane was discovered the fol-
lowing day, its debris strewn
across a [rozen cornfield 11
km northwest of the airport.
An error by pilot Roger Peter-
son is thought to have caused
the crash.

Holly’s wife suffered a mi
carriage two days ater the
disaster.

As Don McLean sang in his
1971 hit “‘American Pie,"” the
crash was the day the music
died.

Free tickets

The Tokyo National Muse-
um in Ueno Park is offering
20 palrs of Japan Times read-
ers tickets to a speci
tion of Eugene Delacroix's
masterpiece ‘“Liberty Lead-
ing the People,” Feb. 26-
March 25.

French painting will be
lmvellng from the Louvre in
Paris to Japan for the first
time, to commemorate the
Year of France in Japan. The
exhibition is part of an ex-
change program of national
treasures concluded between
the two governments. The
wooden statue of Kudara
Kannon, the Goddess of Mer-
cy, from Horyuji Temple in
Nara, was shown at the Lou-
vre in 1997, the Year of Japan
in France.

Delacroix (1798-1863) was
inspired by the revolution of
1830 to paint the goddess of

liberty leading people in re-

ot apply, write your name,
address, age, occupation and
telephone number on an offi-
cial postcard and send to: De-
lacroix The Japan Times Sec-
tion, Mizorogi Dai-ni Bldg.
9F-90B, Shinjuku 14-13, Shin-
juku-ku, Tokyo 160-0022. The
application must be post-
marked no later than Feb. 20.
The winners will be notified
by mail

By CATHERINE
PAWASARAT

— The upcoming solo
exhibi o ceramic works by
American John Dix is highly
recommended for its success-
ful blending of the Japanese
pottery tradition and Ameri-
can céramic craft.

While the shapes and natu-
ral wood-fire glazes of most of
Dix’s pieces unmistakably
bear the influence of hi
years of studying traditional
ceramics here, they're also

sturdy and practical, a quali-
ty rare to Japanese ceramics.

“When I came to Japan, T
knew I didn’t want to pursue
the yaki traditions; I really
wanted to find my own way.
My work is based on what I
learned here in Japan and
elsewhere,” says the Ashiya-
based Dix, and ‘“‘elsewhere”
is not just his native country
but Greece and Israel too,
where he lived and worked as
a potter in his early 20s.

Dix did spend two years
studying Bizen-yaki in Okaya-
ma Prefecture, the center for
Bizen ware, and this influence
i apparent in his work, which
features various Bizen-iring
effects like botamochi (a
round, unglazed area amid a
natural wood-fire glazed sur-
face) and hidasuki (a striped
eifect produced from burning
rice straw on top of a piece
| during firing).

However, Dix’s experimen-
| tation with techniques and
| forms keeps him from being
tied to one tradition: “I loved
studying Blzen but T dldn't
| want to get pigeonholed as ‘a
| foreigner dmng Binon- 1t gets
a little tiring in Japan, with
people always trying to put a
label on things,” he says with

Yielding the best of both
worlds, Dix’s work is a pleas-
| ant surprise. Among standard

hanaire vases, bowls and
platters, pitchers and beer
mugs, even a watering can,
emanate wabi and sabi.

“The unglazed surface has
o nice effect an beer foam,
Put the mug in a freezer and
take it out when you want a
beer, and I think you will
have’ one of the firest beer
mugs in Japan,” Dix says
proudly, highlighting one of
the lesser-known benefits of
internationalization.

But the ceramicist’s more
traditional pieces are not to
be overlooked. His solid,
body-shaped jars are partcu-
larly appealing.

“I like to take Lhe symme-

ut of the pots,” he says.
P tten slop the wheel and
manipulate the clay, put a m-
angle shape in the body.
give the traditional ple('9<
more character, I wedge im-

HOT STUFF — American potter John Dix emerges from his hand-built kiln in Hyogo Prefecture

with a newly fired vessel.

purities into the clay for some
texture and

A small portion of Dix’s
work is glazed with a salt fir-
ing, in which pieces are salted
vith a colored i for a shiny
colored effect

“Salt rnng is a technique
developed in Germany 600
years ago or so. Bernard
Leach introduced it to Japan,
but it hasn’t had a lot of expo-
sure here,” he explains. I
ke working wih t because

can use the slip to do
Jackson Poliack.like things
Ton my pots] with a brush.”

One tradition that prevails

in Dix’s oeuvre is the natural
wood-burning kiln. Dynamic
splashes of burnt orange and
dark brown recall the lick of
flames. Glasslike rivulets of
caramel, green and gray bear
proof of ash melted at over
1,250 degrees. Dix fires some
pieces twice for extra glossi-
ness and accumulated ef-
fects.
““(With the wood-fire kiln] I
let the fire and ash decorate
the pot,” he says. “I don’t
have a great idea how it will
turn out. I just create all the
optimal conditions and turn it
over fo the fire gods. It's a
kind of controlled chaos, and
there’s this belief that the
wood fire and serendipity
make pieces greater, some-
how, than what you could cre-
ate on your own.””

Dix made this process even
more demanding by building
his own kiln in Jap:

"It took 2 lot of work. The
land had been a rice paddy
and we wanted to build a no-
borigama  [climbing kiln],

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOHN DIX.

which needs a slope. So my
idea was to dig a big hole and
use the dirt to build up a
slope. The following week we
came back and we had a big
pond! We had one absurd set-
back after another,” he says
vih a la
ork didn’t end
with compleuan of the Kiln.
Wood firings are notoriously
labor-intensive. The kiln must
be continuously fed for over a
week, allowing the people in-
volved only minimal sleep.
1t's all a gamble for one-of-
akind firing effects that no
human hand could create.
“You do have [to make] some
sort of leap of faith that all
this labor pays off,” Dix says.
Indeed those years of dedi-
cated labor by Dix and many
of his friends — two years of
weekends for construction
and two years of initial firings
— are beanng
onth was the seenth
time wetve fired i this kiln,
and it was the first time we
had control of the kiln, rather
than it controlling us,” he ex-
plains. “With my own kiln, for
the first time I'm doing exact-
ly the kind of work I want, not
just working within the pa-
rameters of a senser’s work or
snhool 1's incredibly liberat-
in

i s a big year for Dix.
Although he had previously
shown only in the Kobe area,
his solo show in Kyoto will be
followed by another solo show
at Osaka's Hankyu depart-
ment store in November.
“I've been laying the
groundwork for the last 10
years,” he says. “Now it's

time to show my work to the
general public.”

coramic works Feb. 1528
at Hachigen, (073) 561-0073, n Kyoto's

KYOTO — Hachigen is a one-
ofarkind ceramics gallery,
delightful for_its quirk
uniqueness and invaluable for
its eclectic offerings of nearly
every kind of Japanese ce-
ramic made today.

pane have 24 shows a year,

-oup and solo shows, 50
hat a2 up to a lot of ceram-
ic artists’ work,” says owner
Takami_ Ogaki, surveying
several hundreds of ceramic
works, from platters and vas-
es to Grecian-style urns and
lamps, from shows past, still
on year-round display at
Hachigen.

So what’s 50 unique? Hachi-
gen is a sake shop. That’s
right, sake, wmskey, beer and
olher spirits. The sake busi-

me first: Ogaklsfsm»
uy has plied their trade here
in the heart of the Gion plea-
sure district for more than 100
years. Then, 12 years ago
Takami and his wife Michiko
decided they wanted to do
something more than just
sake. They had an unusual
problem.

“The shop is too big. We
can't fill it with just alcohol.
So we figured we'd turn the
back half into a gallery,” says
‘Takami.

ORIGINAL WOOD-FIRED PIECE, by John Dix

Outpouring of ceramic spirit

Takami’s uncle was a suc-
cessful potter, and he grew up
both familiar with and fond of
the form as both craft and
art.

“Plus, of course, there’s a
connection between sake and
ceramics,” Takami says, ges-
turing toward the numerous
tokkuri (sake decanters),
sakazuki (shallow sake cups)
and guinomi (sake cups) that
adorn the gallery’s spacious
shelves.

About 80 percent of the art-
ists who exhibit at Hachigen
are early in their careers.
“[Young artists] don' have
much money to rent gallery

space, so we thought we'd
create this gallery as a kind

receive a small commission
on works sold.

Because so many of the art-
ists on display are ot yel well
known, bargains may

here, though there’s also a
wide range of prices.

“People want to use nice
things in their lives, but if
something is too expensive, a
person can't afford it; or, if
they can afford it, they may

be too afraid to use it. That's
the thing about ceramics:
They break ii you drop
them,” Takami says matter-
offactly.

Many of Hachigen’s young
exhibitors have already es-
tablished @ name for them-
selves in their field. Barring
ceramics-shattering acci-
dents, there’s a fair chance
that the value of a well-chosen
piece may rise as the young
potters’ reputations

Besides sake, ceramics also
have, of course, a strong con-
nection to the world of Japa-
nese tea. An additional sur-
prise at Hachigen is its
chashitsu (tea room), along
one side of the gallery space.
Here cha-no-yu lessons are of-
fered several times a week.

“Oh yes, and next month
we're going to open a ceram-
ics studio upstairs,”
mentions casually.
ses — including access to pot-
ter’s wheels and a kiln —
available there several times
a week, this might be the only
such facility in central Kyoto.

 Hachigen, 075 5810073, s bcated

the second floor of the Varie Gion
iing.on 1 woet 5l of e conts.
ingy doutlenamed Nawalercar, & ka
Yamato-Oj, one. Kawabata-
dor 25 mirs ot o1 Shio-don

WHAT'S ON NEXT WEEK

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
seppe Liberto (cond.), The Sympho-
oy Hall, 2 pum. feaing Gregorian

Biwako Shukusai (Gala) Orches:
tra, Hiroyud lwall cond). Hamao
Fuuns o), Vasuko Noyam
perc, Eveko el 017527196
Tin
e e Manen. et

Feb. 8 ——————————
Snuff, Club Quatiro, (06) 6281-8181,
7 pm.

Feb, 811 ————————————
B.B. King, Osaka Blue Note, Feb.
7 and 9:30 p.m.; Feb. 11, 6 and

Sandra Luna (vo), Feb. Kobe
St By e 12, Fesnva\
et 00 291 2251, 607
turing tar
cypress i, Bay Sice serny Feo.
7 pm. 2,8 p.

Feb pmitm e
Blue Cheer/Deviants, Ciub Qual-
0, 7 p.m.

Fob 13—
Dina Yoffe Piano Recital, The
Symphony Hall, 2 p.m., all Chopin
gyogtam. ncuedng Fantie b F

Goo Goo Dolls, umeda Heat Beat,
(06) 6344-6166, 6:30 p.

ICE-SKATING SHOW 1

pm.
Feb.9

Feb.9
Figure Skating Super Stars, fea-
turing renownod skat-

Beastie Boys, Osakaio Hall, (06)
Joou0ds,

e lsley Brothers, Bay Sido Jen-

Ty (005570 6810, 8 .

Fob. 94 10

Vumiko Samejima Soprano Re
9, Kyoto Concert Large

FR O 711w oo e

10, Joyo Chy Cura e, 0774

551010, wring popuiar

v e e snansons

Kyoto Symphony Orchestra, Na-
o Olome (o). Kyolo Conowt

ers, including Midori Ito, Phiippe
Candeloro and Surya Bonaly, Osaka
Fool, (06) 6571-2010, 7 pum.

Peking Opera mmmmm
Feb. 13—
China Peking Opera Theatre,

Kyoto Kaikan, (075) 771-6051, 6:30
inese, sublitied in Japa-

NOH & KYOGEN =

Meain Hal, 7, sin
D 'min. (Snostakovih), o
Ove Minuta Silsnce ‘G Quatto,

Feh g

* Tsuyoshi Tsutsu-
. e Pncemx il (09
6363

p.m, all .S, Bach
gram, mdudmg Colo Suie No. 2

Feb. 11 & 12—
Chanticleer, all-male U.S. a cappel-
Y ensenble, Feb. 11, The Sympho-
all, 2 p.m.; Feb. 12, Kobe Bunka
Fal, (678) 351-3535, 7 p.m. O vos
omnes (Victoria),
Carlos Buono Orchestra, Argen-
ine tango orchestra, Carlos. buono
(cond./bandoneon), Alberto Bianco,

“Suehiroga,”

Feb.7

Kyoto Kanze Kaikar
Ohar:

“Tozumo,” 2 pm.

oh “Yashi-
" kyo-

Otsuki Nogakudos: noh “Jinenkoj
“Sesshoseki,” kyogen *Tobiks
5:30 p.m.

Feb. 13

kan: noh “Hyaku-
kyogen "Fukuro,”

TODAY’S CHOICE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17
3:05-4:40 am. TV TOKYO

Roger Corman produced
this 1955 U.S. science fiction
movie about aliens who at-
tempt to conquer the Earth by
using telepathy to turn pets
and other animals against
their human masters. Star-
ring Paul Birch, Lorna
Thayer and Dona Cole. Di-
rected by David Kramarsky.
(B) Emperor of the North
3:10-4:54 a.m. ASAHI

A 1973 U.S. movie set dur-
ing_the Depression in the
in Oregon risk
death hitching free rides on a
freight train presided over b
a brutal conductor who kills
anyone who tries it. Directed
by Robert Aldrich and star-
ring Marvin, Ernest
Borgnine and Keith Carra-
dine.

2

Sports

(S) Toray Pan Pacific Tennis:
Semifinals

3:00-4:24 p.m. TBS, MBS,
CBC

TVh Cnp Ski

4:00-5:24 pm TV TOKYO

T\()

:05-3:05
(® nea B-skelb-ll Rockets.
vs.

S5 am. TBS
Asia Super Cup So

2 pohang Stediers ve. Al e
3:055:00 a.m. NTV

dvance :
BOOKING

sa. Tickol Saiscr
Classical music (03132509990
othr genves (03)32509999

£ g

Pi
Gsica mus (5152979590
other genres (03)5237.9%99

on CN Play Guice.
classical musc (0358029990

otner genres (03)5802-9999
k... Akagiya Play

Ka.. Kajmoto Ticket Center (03)3289.9899
ta s (03)3569-
su .~ Suntory Hall (03)3584.9809
B span Ars (0313499
Ao...Aoyama Ticket Agency (03)3401-9899

Buckethead
* Feb. 28, March 1

With Percy Jones, bassist of Brand
X, Feb. 28, ik, 7p.m. March 1, On
Air West, 7 p.

V4,500, B Sa. La, N

Herman's Hermits
* March 27
March 277, 7:30 p.m:; March 36, 7
d 9:30 p.m.

,400. Pi, Sweet Basil 139 (03)
5474-1395

Alexei Sultanov Piano Recital
 March 4

Tokyo Meropoltan A1 Space. 7
ano Sora No. 3 n B i

Liguid Room, 7 p.m.
¥5,500. Pi, CN

The Brian Jonestown Massacre
©March 5

ipm-archives.japantimes.co.jp/dpscripts/DpDetail.dII?DpDispDetail

Cuub Quattro, 7 p.m.
Sa, CN

Davey Jones of the Monkeys

* Merch -1
St past 120 March 114, 730

10-13, 7 and 9:30 p.m.

\, Sweet Basil 139 (03)

Si741305
Kottonmouth Kings.
* March 13

Cub Quattro, 7 p.m.
¥5,000. Pi, Sa, CN

The Flower Kings
*Varch 15, 16

Swedh pogressive rock bar, On
Air West

¥5,500. Pi, Sa, La, CN

e Bejart's “The Nut-

18

By iha Tokyo Balel, Kanagawa

Kenmin Hal, 7 pm.
X10000, ¥9.00, ¥8.000, 45, ooo

Prilwmon Qrh. Surkey Hat 7
. opera arias inluding ‘Celesia

Lee Ritenour (1)
« March 2
oo gutars, Bl Noto Tokyo,
9:30p.

Grammy Award in 1996, April 18, Ka-
nagawa Kenmin Hal, & pm: Apil
24725, Bugolan,

6,80 Yoko-
hama (ma» AL Clor Rort 18
concert only)

Y5,000. Pi, Sa, Hk, lzumi Hall (06)
6944-1188

The Flower Kings

farch 1
Club Quattro, 7 pm.
¥6,000. Pi, Sa

sy — 1.

7 il Sonare
No S F maj, Op. 24 (Beethoven).

Ysoce X4.500, 3,000, ¥1,000.Pi
ice Cen

b
atch 24 B ol 7 5
YS.000. Fi, Se. Biwako Hall (077)

an 5130 Sxeep Warch 2. 6.30
anc9p. o060 Marc:
¥8,000. Pi, Sa, Blue Note Tokyo 5 ke a3 So9paoes Bz
(03) 5485-0088 P 004502555
g Lawson Tcket (09369.6653
097761199
safinger o 08373 5445
Sweet Basil 139, March 23128, 7:30 1 Ropirssio
pm.; March 2427, 7 and 9 p.m
Y5100, P Swest Basi 159 (0 Bekethead
Sazé- Club Quattro, 7 p..
—_ Ghoaim, 5237136
B||ly crawford
Marc 25

16 yearolo RB arisl, Akasaka
Blitz, 6:30 p.

Y4000, P, Sa, CN. La, Kyodo To-
kyo (03) 3498-9993

Jewel

« Aprils,

Female vocahs( from the U, Kan
Hoken Hall,

2N e

The Royal Ballet
« April 11, 16-18, 2025

World-renowned ballet company
from the UK.

“Swan Lale": April 11, Kanagawa
Kenmin Hall, 4 pm.; Ap i mms
NHK Hal, on 16t an
p.m., on 18ih, 1 and

23ih and 2ath, 6:30 p.m., on 25th, 1

Aprl 11, Y8000, ¥16.000
000,

Ticket' Center (for April 11 perfor-

Vincenzo la Scola Tenor Recital
* Mar
Wareo Boami (cond), Tokyo Gty

Atanis Morissette

* April 18, 24, 2
iroiian siger, wirner of the

Kansas
*March 10

Umeda Heat Beat, 7 pm.

6,000, P1
Kottonmouth Kings

o March 12
Gl Quattg, 7 pm

The Jook
« March 1
B ovent featuring Long Jonn
Hunter, Walier “Wolfman” Washing-
ackrasior mdBob Log
i Banena Hal,
300, On St sy 2 P,

Alexei Sultanov Piano Concert
* March 14

Naohiro Totsuka (cond,). Century
Orchestra Osaka, Th
Hall, 3 pm., Piano Goncerto No. 2in
G min. Op. 18 (Rachmaninov), ctc.
5,000, 4,500, 3,00, Y1.000.
ik, Asaii Service Center
(06) 6222-1145, The Symphony Hall
(06) 6453-6000

Nikolai Tokarev Piano Recital
*March21
The Symphony Hall 2pm. Mazep-

2 (Usz,

000. Pi, Sa. La, CN, Hk,
mm Sewe Center, The Sympho-
ny H

Radio Symphonie Orchester

tarch 22

Heinrich Schiff (cond.), _lkuyo
Naxamichi (p1), The Symphony Hall,
2 pm, all Beethoven program, in-
Guding Piano Gongerto NG, 8 in E-
fiat maj, “Emperor” Op. 73

¥10,000, ¥ 6,000, ¥4,000.
P Sa. La, CN, Hk, Asahi Service
G, Toe Sympheny Hal
601t Dolls
* March 23

Club Quattro,

V5500, On s iody at Pl Sa
Zebrahead

* April

i Buatvo,

5500 On s tody a1 Pi. Sa

Ki Tokyo

* Mard Alanis Morissette
Tadaa! Otaka cond). Akyoshi + Ao

Sako (o), lzumi Hal, 7 Osakaio Hall

zan program, incuding Sympmmy
No. 38 in D. maj.

Vornoo. Yao00. Bi, udo (06)
4506

6341

2020 at 00:52 p.m
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